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CACCI Summit Meeting Participants Call on ROC Vice President -  CACCI officers and 
members led by President Amb. Benedicto Yujuiico (4th from left, front row) pose for a group 
photo with ROC Vice President H. E. Vincent Siew (middle, front row) following their meeting  
at the Presidential Office in Taipei, Taiwan on October 14, 2011.

CACCI Chamber Leaders Address Key Strategic Issues at Summit Mee• n g in Taipei

Key officers of the Confederation 
o f  A s i a- Pa c i f i c  C h a m b e r s  o f 
Commerce and Industry (CACCI) as 
well as heads and representatives of its 
Primary Members gathered in Taipei 
on October 13-14, 2011 to participate 
in  the CACCI  Summit  Meet ing 
convened by CACCI President Amb. 
Benedicto Yujuico to discuss the future 
directions of the Confederation and 
other strategic issues. Held at the Palais 
de Chine Hotel, the Summit Meeting 
took place in conjunction with the 45th 
Anniversary of CACCI, which was 
established in May 1966 in Taipei.

A total of 34 delegates from 16 
countries attended the Summit Meeting. 
The participants shared their thoughts 

on how CACCI should redefine its role 
as a regional organization to ensure that 
it continues to promote the interest of 
its members and the region’s business 
community as a whole, taking into 
account the ongoing economic and 
political changes and developments that 
are rapidly transforming the regional 
and global market place.

Among the i tems d iscussed 
were the mission of CACCI and its 
relevance under current regional and 
global economic environment; the role 
of CACCI to promote and facilitate 
trade and investment; the role of 
CACCI within the framework of APEC 
and ASEAN Regional Groupings; 
the geographical scope of CACCI’s 

membership; the organizat ional 
structure of CACCI; the CACCI 
Foundation; and membership free 
restructuring. Discussion of each of 
these items was guided by a focus 
question and led by a Moderator 
selected from among the participants. 

Re-visiting the CACCI Mission 
The Meeting agreed that the 

CACCI Mission Statement - “ To serve 
as a forum for promoting the vital role 
of businesses in the region, increasing 
regional business interaction, and 
enhancing regional economic growth”  
- needs to be reviewed to  reflect, if  
necessary, recent developments in 
the global market environment such 
as the emergence of various regional 
trading blocs, the expanding volume of 
trade and investments among CACCI 
member countries, the growing role of 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
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and the broadening membership base 
of CACCI – all of which have changed 
the dynamics in the regional and world 
markets 

The chal lenge is to ident i fy 
activities and services – especially ones 
that will set CACCI apart from other 
regional business organizations - that 
the Confederation has to undertake to 
achieve the stated mission. 

The Role of CACCI to Promote and 
Facilitate Trade and Investment

The Meeting agreed on the need 
for CACCI to take a more active role 
in promoting and facilitating trade and 
investment within the region.

Moderated by Mr. Tariq Sayeed, 
CACCI Vice President and Former 
President, Federation of Pakistan 
CCIs, discussions focused on ways and 
means to actively utilize and expand 
the current network of CACCI and how 
to enhance CACCI services. 

The Meeting reiterated its historic 
support for free trade and urged 
world governments to address the 
current global financial crisis through 
continued progress on the removal 
of  t rade barr iers and subsidized 
production, the completion of the Doha 
Development Round, and the rejection 
of protectionist policies.

The Role of CACCI Within the 
Framework of APEC and ASEAN 
Regional Groupings

The Meeting agreed on the need 
for CACCI to take a more active 
participation in the activities of the 
Associat ion of  Southeast  As ian 
Nations (ASEAN) and the Asia-
Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
Forum, and to have its voice heard, as 
a regional organization representing 
the Asian private sector, in these two 
regional groupings. To achieve this 
objective, the Meeting suggested 
exploring the possibility of securing a 
Guest or Observer Status for CACCI 
in the APEC and ASEAN meetings, 
and inv i t ing APEC and ASEAN 
represenatives to CACCI Summit 

Meeting and Conference as well as 
organizing joint events.

T h e  M e e t i n g  –  w h i c h  w a s 
moderated this time by Mr. Bryan 
Clark, Manager, Trade and International 
Aff a i rs, Aust ra l ian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry - agreed that, 
in the meantime, CACCI should raise 
its profile and broaden awareness about 
the Confederation among governments 
of the APEC and ASEAN member 
countries. 

Geographical Scope of CACCI’s 
Membership

T h e  M e e t i n g  –  w h i c h  w a s 
moderated this time by Mr. Jemal 
Inaishvili, CACCI Vice President 
and Chairman, Georgian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry - agreed 
on the importance and necessity of 

expanding the geographical  scope of 
CACCI’s membership  due largely to 
the following reasons: (a) As the voice 
of Asian business, a bigger CACCI can 
wield more influence on governments; 
(b) more members can be tapped to 
provide their expertise and experience 
in assisting CACCI implement its 
programs and to achieve its goals; and  
(c) the economic potentials of the 
emerging countries that are currently 
non-CACCI members (such as those 
in Western Asia and  Central Asia) can 
be harnessed to create more business 
opportunities for existing CACCI  
members and contribute to the overall 
growth of the CACCI region.

Rev iew o f  the  Org an iza t iona l 
Structure of CACCI

To  f u r t h e r  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e 

(Left photo) Amb. Benedicto Yujuico moderates the session on “Revisiting the CACCI 
Mission”; (Right photo) Mr. Ken Court chairs the session on “Membership Restructuring”.

(Left photo) CIECA Vice Chairman Mr. Nelson Chang shares his views on the meeting 
agenda; (Right photo) Dr. Manju Prakash from FICCI comments on the ongoing discussions.

(Left photo) Mr. Tony Park from Australia expresses his thoughts on the issues at hand; (Right 
photo) Mr. Cheng Kwan-Suen from HK moderates the session on “Engagement of China”
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organizational structure of CACCI and 
enable the Confederation to achieve 
its objectives more effectively, the 
Meeting – which was moderated by 
Dr. Webster Kiang, CACCI Director-
Genera l  -  agreed to  pursue the 
following activities:

(a) Create an informal core group 
of 5-10 key members who are ready 
to work for CACCI by providing, 
among others, support for  the CACCI 
Secretariat in terms of money and 
time;

(b) Create a Standing Committee 
c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  C A C C I  Vi c e  
Presidents and Executive Committee 
members to help the President (in 
consultation with the constituencies 
they represent) in making decisions 
wi th  regard to  the po l ic ies and 
programs of CACCI, and to represent 

the President in performing some of his 
functions;

(c) Conduct regular dialogue and 
consultations among members using 
various modes of communication 
technologies that are avai lable, 
including the CACCI Social Media 
Communicat ions fac i l i ty  (e .g . , 
Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn) that 
was developed with the US$40,000 
f inanc ia l  suppor t  f rom CACCI 
President Amb. Benedicto Yujuico.

Process for Election of CACCI 
Officers 

T h e  M e e t i n g  –  w h i c h  w a s 
moderated this time by Mr. Pradeep 
Kumar Shrestha, Member, CACCI 
Execu t i ve  Commi t tee  and  Pas t 
President, Federation of Nepalese 
CCIs - agreed that the CACCI election 

p rocess  shou ld ,  among o thers : 
(a) be conducted in a democratic 
and transparent manner; (b) allow 
continuity of CACCI program and 
activities, thereby further strengthening 
the foundation set by former office 
bearers;  and (c) provide a platform 
for all members – both new and old as 
well as from all geographical regions 
- to participate and grow as Council 
members. 

CACCI Foundation Funds
T h e  M e e t i n g  –  w h i c h  w a s 

moderated this time by Mr. K. K. 
Modi, CACCI President Emeritus and 
Former President, Federation of Indian 
CCIs - expressed its appreciation to 
the CACCI officers who contributed to 
the US$160,000 that is currently in the 
CACCI Foundation.

The Meet ing  requested the 
CACCI Secretariat to: (a) identify 
r e l a t i v e l y  s a f e  b u t  p r o f i t a b l e 
investment instruments into which 
the CACCI Foundation Fund may be 
placed that will allow it to earn an 
income higher than the yield currently 
offered by time deposits; and (b) to 
explore fund-raising activities that will 
generate additional resources for the 
Foundation. 

CACCI President Benedicto 
Yu j u i co  p ledged  to  con t r i bu te 
US$20,000 to the Foundation Fund to 
be remitted very soon.  

Membership Fee Restructuring
The Meet ing agreed on the 

need for CACCI to be financially 
independent by reducing its reliance on 
the contributions from other member 
countries, particularly Taiwan.

To achieve this objective, the 
Meeting – which was moderated by Mr. 
Ken Court, CACCI President Emeritus 
and Former President, Australian 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry  
proposed the creation of a Committee 
– to include the CACCI President, 
the CACCI Secretariat, and Budget 
Commission members – with the task 
of formulating a strategic plan for 
restructuring the membership fee and 
for raising additional funds to finance 
CACCI activities.

(Left photo) The incumbent and former CACCI Presidents help guide the discussions; (Right 
photo) Mr. Sergey Vasiliev from Russia conveys his Chamber’s position on the issues at hand.

(Left photo) Delegates from the Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Taiwan and Turkey listen 
to the presentations; (Right photo) FNCCI President Mr. Suraj Vaidya makes a point.

(Left photo) Dr. Webster Kiang makes a brief presentation on CACCI before the start of the 
Meeting; (Right photo) Mr. Pradeep Kumar Shrestha from Nepal outlines some recommendations.
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CNAIC Hosts Welcome Dinner for Summit Meeting Delegates – Participants of the CACCI Summit Meeting were warmly 
received to Taipei by the officers of the Chinese National Association of Industry and Commerce (CNAIC) with a Welcome 
Dinner that featured local Taiwanese wine and cuisine and a mini concert by a popular Taiwanese trio.

Chinatrust Hosts Lunch for CACCI Delegation – Key officers of Chinatrust Financial Holding Co. led by Chairman Dr. Jeffrey 
L. S. Koo extended Taiwanese warm hospitality to the CACCI Summit Meeting delegates by hosting a sumptuous lunch for the 
visitors at the Chinatrust headquarters and presenting them with Made-in Taiwan souvenir gifts. 

CIECA Hosts Gala Dinner for CACCI Summit Meeting Participants – A colorful evening awaited the attendees of the CACCI 
Summit Meeting during the Gala Dinner hosted by the officers of Chinese International Economic Cooperation Association 
(CIECA) led by Executive Board Director Mr. Harvey Chang at the end of the two-day event.

Networking at the Summit Meeting


